POLICIES AND PRACTICES

PATRIOT LEAGUE

Adopted: November 18, 2003

Revised: _________________

1. The Patriot League is a key component of the Homewood Soccer Program (HWSP).  The League provides the early learning and playing opportunity for children from ages 4 through 7.  HWSP’s goal for the Patriot League is to introduce and reinforce the joy of the game of soccer and to begin to introduce a few basic skills that will be necessary for growth in the game. The concepts of winning and losing, positional playing and extended periods without the opportunity for the players to touch the ball will not be a part of Patriot League sessions.

2. The Patriot League will be managed, played, and coached based on the Small-Sided Philosophy (as recommended by United States Soccer Federation).  The following specifics will be followed for each division:

	Division
	Team Size
	Players/Side
	Goal Size
	Field Size
	Length of Game 

	U6
	6
	3
	6ft x 4 ft
	25 yd x 30 yd
	6 min quarters

	U8
	8
	4
	6ft x 4 ft
	25 yd x 35 yd
	8 min quarters


3. The Patriot League will have coed teams.  Every effort will be made to allocate the boys and girls equally among all teams.

4. The Soccer Director, with the advice of the Director of Coaching, will establish the teams.  Teams will be based, to the extent practicable, on an equal allocation of boys and girls to each team and an equal allocation of players from each one year age group to each team.   In addition, where skill is known, highly skilled players will be allocated among all teams.  The team coaches and Director of Coaching will identify these highly skilled players after each season. 

5. In order to provide the best player development environment the Soccer Director and Director of Coaching will, from time to time, try teams with various combinations of players in order to evaluate their effectiveness in providing both fun and development.
6. Parent requests to assign players with another player(s) or with a particular coach will be strongly considered.  However the effort to balance the teams as described in Paragraph 4, above, must be considered. Parent requests should be shown on the registration form in the space provided for special requests.

7. Children will be allowed to play up or down (i.e. U6 play as U8) when the parent requests and the Soccer Director approves.

8. The Soccer Director will develop schedules for each Division.  Each season will have 9 sessions. Games for each Division will be played on one night when resources will allow.  Game nights will start at 6 PM.  A 30 minute team practice will be held followed by the game.  Four quarters will be played with the duration based on the Division as shown in Paragraph 2, above.  Breaks between quarters will be 2 minutes each with a 5 minute halftime break.  

9. Information regarding weather and game cancellation will be communicated to the coach before 3:30 PM. Each team is responsible for having a quick notification system for forwarding cancellation information to all players. Any game canceled will NOT be rescheduled.

10. Coaches will be required to attend training as requested and provided by the Director of Coaching.  The Director of Coaching will monitor game play and coach performance of each team to ensure all teams are following the small-sided philosophy. All coaches in HWSP must abide by the HWSP Coaching Expectation Statement.    

11. Coaches will referee each game and be allowed to be on the field during game play to encourage child participation and to control the play of the game.  HWSP will provide a whistle for each team.  Time will be kept by a volunteer parent.

12. Uniforms shirts will be provided by the program and consist of a colored tee shirt with the Patriot League Logo on the front.  All players will be required to provide the appropriate shorts and socks based on team’s preference.  Shin guards will be a required part of the child’s uniform. Cleats are recommended, but not required.
13. The initial Patriot League session will be for parent and player orientation. Parents are strongly encouraged to attend and meet the coach.  Players will receive their uniform shirt at this session and determine the color socks the team will wear.  A limited practice session will take place, but there will not be a game at this first session.

14. An end of the season party will be provided by HWSP after the last game.  In addition, HWSP will provide each participant with an award.  Each team will be required to provide a parent volunteer to help on party night and enough dessert for twice the number of players on their team. 
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