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1. Red Teams will be established within the Homewood Soccer Program (HWSP) with the goal of promoting recreational soccer for the youth of Homewood.  HWSP’s efforts will be directed toward helping each Red Team player to learn and enjoy the game of soccer; gain the multiple benefits of all youth recreational programs; and to provide the opportunity for each child to improve his/her soccer skills to the level of their desire and ability within the HWSP program.

2. The HWSP approach to this goal will be to place players on teams primarily based on each player’s combination of skill and commitment, with secondary attention to other preferences when possible. Teams will be established that put together players with as similar ability as possible. The ultimate goal for the establishment of each Red team is to allow the team to participate and be competitive in an appropriate classification within the Central Alabama Soccer League.
3. Red Teams will be created for single year age classifications for both boys and girls when the number of registrations support that plan.  When necessary two year age group teams will be established.
4. The Soccer Director, with the advice of the Director of Coaching, will establish the Red Teams.  Playing up, or a player participating in an older age Division, will be discouraged, but can be allowed in special situations (e.g., siblings), but only when the younger player’s skills will permit her/him to contribute positively to that Red Team. Players will be placed on teams based on a determination of the player’s skill level from the player’s performance during an evaluation process conducted by the Director of Coaching. Teams established in the fall will use results determined at HWSP Soccer Player Evaluations conducted prior to the fall season. Teams established in the fall will be kept intact for the spring season to the maximum extent possible. When it is necessary to reconstitute a fall team for the spring season the same criteria as discussed above will be used.  A player evaluation session will be conducted prior to the spring season only if necessary.

5. Red Teams will be coached by voluntary coaches. The Red Team coaches will receive training under a coaching development program designed and managed by the Director of Coaching.  In addition, all Red Teams will receive coaching assistance (skills or strategy, if needed) from HWSP, through the Director of Coaching.  Red Teams will be allowed to use paid coaches only with the approval of the Director of Coaching.  Volunteer coaches may receive appropriate appreciation gifts of limited value if the team desires. Coaches in HWSP must continue to develop their coaching skills through training in order to continue to coach in HWSP. All coaches in HWSP, both paid and volunteer, must abide by the HWSP Coaching Expectation Statement.

6. Red Team primary uniforms will be the same as the standard HWSP uniform.  The Homewood Soccer Club Board of Directors will establish the HWSP standard uniform. All team members will wear the appropriate shin guards, shoes, and the same color soccer socks. Each team can select sock color.  Red Teams will be allowed to acquire a secondary uniform shirt for tournament play or when the visiting team uniforms have similar colors to the HWSP uniform. This secondary uniform shirt will be a substitute for wearing “penny” cover-ups.  The decision on acquiring secondary uniforms will be made by the Team Coach.  A second uniform shirt must be limited to a cost of less than $15.00 each. It must have the player’s number on the back.

7. The HWSP will pay the registration fee for any Red Team that elects to participate in the AYSA Governor’s Cup Tournament held at the end of the fall season. Because this is a serious and competitive tournament, any team electing to participate will be expected to have a full commitment from the team’s players and parents to attend all games.
8. The HWSP will pay any registration fee for the Central Alabama Soccer League (CASL) sponsored Spring Festival for each Red Team. All Red Teams will be encouraged to participate in this fun recreational tournament. Red Teams will not participate in other tournaments without the approval of the Soccer Director and Director of Coaching.
9. Red Teams will have a maximum of two 1-1/hour practices a week.

10. Red Team players are entitled to play a minimum of 50% of each game.  The actual amount of playing time beyond the minimum will be decided by the coach, who will base this decision on the player’s levels of skill, commitment, participation, availability, and the overall team requirements.

